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THE PATENT A SAFEGUARD.

To set forth with any degree of
accuracy and definiteness tlin true
status of the Indian Territory at
the present time would be no
small task. The changes in the
political complexion of affairs
here that have been prophesied
for twenty years and more, are
now taking place. When the end
will come is a question impossible,
in the verj nature of things, to
answer intelligently. Fifteen
years ago the elder E. C. Boudinot,
In a speech at the fair grounds
in this city, declared that within
five years from that date allot-

ment of land would be an ac-

complished fact. Ten years later
Col. Boudinot died, apparently as

far from a realization of his dream
as when he made the bold and
(to him) dangerous declaration at
the fair grounds.

Indian autonomy has existed for
the last quarter of a century
against the express wish of the
United States government. Be-

fore the opening of Oklahoma to
white settlement, the Indian Ter
ritory was a vast unsettled wilder-

ness for the most part, and the
rendezvous of criminals more dar-

ing and desperate than were the
marauding bands of brigands that
roamed the forests of England in
the days of the Plantagenets. The
futility of its efforts to reduce the
Indian Territory to law and order
was primarily the cause of a desire
upon the part of congress to
change the political conditions
among the tribes inhabiting it. As

time wore on, other ana more
urgent reasons for the abolition of
the tribal governments presented
themselves. The government ol

the United States was as much
bound to protect the Indiana from

each other as from outside intrus-

ion. The utter failure of the
system of holding all their lands
in common bej;an td develop itself
long ago. The Indians were rapid-

ly becoming civilized, and main
of them were, practically speak
ing, white people with all the
tastes and virtues, as well a 'lie
vices ol the wnite race i ne
absurdity of maintaining such a

class of neonle under the guise of
helpless, blanket Indians at last
dawned upon congress. But when
an attempt s made to undo the
matter, the United States govern
ment found its hands tied up by
numberless treaties and agree-
ments that left the Indians masters
of the situation.

After the sale and settlement of
Oklahoma and the Strip, matters
grew from bad to worse. Turmoil
and unrest arose among the In-

dians, and a strong pressure from
the outside to do away with what
was considered in
principle in sustaining separate
governments for the Indians in
the very heart of the United States
manifested itself. The first decis-

ive action of congress along this
new line of policy was the creation
of the Dawes commission with au
thority to come to the Indian Ter-

ritory and negotiate with the In-

dians, relative to a relinquishment
of their tribal organizations. The
Dawes commission came nearly
Sve years ago, and have been

laboring at the task laid
out for them by congress, ever
since. A great deal has been ac-

complished, tending to the carry-
ing out of the purposes of the
government. The United States
courts were given jurisdiction
over persons not connected with
any of the Indian tribes, and
from time to time their jurisdic-dictio- n

has been increased, till
now the tribal courts are practical-
ly superseded and set aside
altogether.

The introduction of the Curtis
bill last week in congress, and the
general understanding that seems
to have been reached, that it or a
similar measure is to become a
law during the present session of
congress, leaves little hope for the
Indians that they will be allowed
to continue much longer. How-

ever, there is one barrier in the
way of completely wiping the In-

dians out, and that seems to be

the patent to the land owned by
the tribes. "Thus far shalt thou
go and no further," seems to be as

true when applied to the efforts of
congress to attack the title to In- -

dian lands, as when applied to

tbe sea whose billows dash in om-

nipotence against the barrier of the

chore. After all the negotiations
and investigation, and after all

the threats of commissions, the

title stands as firm and impreg-

nable as the rock of Gibralter.
The final result is foreshadowed

in the "Curtis bill," to get the

consent of the Indians before pass-ju- g

the title.

THE FIVE TRIBES
IN CONGRESS.
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Work of the Town Loiters -t- 'onflrnia-tion

of Cherokee Deeds Asl;rd-Gene- ral

Indian Legislation Notes.

It was
Washington-- . J.in 21. 1SK

thought when the sub

so

ot

committee reported hill, that completed. It carries two items
it be taken up bv Hie In-'o- f interest to the
dian affairs committee and report- - "f i he
ed to the house, without delay, Dawes commission is reduced to
but it is now learned that the com- - three. This was dune the

will not take up the he ' house Indian affairs committee at
fore the 10th or loth of Februarv. its .Monday just before
Mr. Curtis will, in the meantime. leporting the bill. Messrs.
make a trip to his home in Kan
sas, and other members of the com-
mittee will be absent from the
city; for reasons the commit-
tee has decided to postpone ac-

tion on the bill to time indi-
cated. ' In the meantime the leg-
islative pot will be allowed to
"simmer down," so to speak. The

townsite delegates from
territory will remain and

work, and when committee
again take's up the bill, tne repre-
sentative of ail interests will have
located Ihe exact features they
want modified, and agreed upon
just what will be urged in the way
of amendment

If the people of the Indian Ter-
ritory have an idea thnt town-sit- e

delegates are rot working and
working hard ; and that they are
not organized, and thoroughly so;
and that there is not harmony
among them, and perfect harmon',
the3-- are not advised as to what
their representatives are doing and
have been doing. Immediately
after the report of the Curtis bill
was reported to the committee
they called a meeting to find
'vli (rial wara ot ' 'Plia mootI J,A tUV, f IILIV Uk A Af 4AJWV- I-

ing was held at the National hotel
and J. J. McAlester was elected
president of the same. After a
lull discussion ot the townsite
features of bill, a committe
was appointed to draft an amend-
ment embodj'ing the sense of the
meeting. The committee was
composed of J. F. McMurray, of
South McAlester; Dr. Wolverton
and S. T. Bledsoe, of Ardmore;
Judge Stuart, of South McAlester,
and V. P. Thompson, of Tahle-qua- h.

This committee has been
at work, and yesterday agreed, up-
on amendment, which is in sub
stance, as follows :

"That the land upon which any
town is located shall be purchased
from the Indians at such a price
as may be agreed upon between
the towns and Indians; that the
chief executive officer ot any town

o purchased; shall plat the tolrn;
that such plat shall be approved
by and filed with the secretary of
the interior; tint, upon filiiig the
plat with the secretary of the in-

terior, the chief executive officer
of the town shall appoint a-- officer
who, with the chief executive ot
fieer, shall appraise the lots Separ-a'- e

:nui apart from any improve-
ments that may be on the same
at such a relative as tin
present value of the lot hears to
the purchase price paid for the
townsite, so that tin- - aggregate,
appraised value of all the lots
shall not exceed amount paid
for the entire lowiiMte, together
with expense incurred in pro
curing and vesting title; thai
should appraisers be unable to
adree upon value, the judge of the
United States court shall appoint
a third person not a resident ol
such town to assist in the apprais-men- t;

that a determination of a
majority of said appraisers shall
be conclusive; that any person
having improvements upon any
lot so appraised shall purchase at
the appraised value, twenty-fiv- e

per cent of such purchase to be
paid in cash, and the balance in
five equal installments of one,two,
three, four and five years, with
inter st from date, at six per cent,
prodded, that any purchaser may
have the right to pa' off the same
before maturity; that r any person
having improvements shall not
purchase the lot within six months
after appraisement, the same shall
be sold at public auction, at not
less than appraised value; that
the proceeds of such sale of lots
shall be applied, first to the pur-
chase price of the townsite, and
the excess, if an, to be deposited
with the secretary of the treasury
for the school fund; and that all
lots heretofore sold b- - the Chero-
kee nation, and to which said
nation has given deeds, and for
which the purchase price has been
paid into the Cherokee treasury,
is hereby confirmed."

At this meeting every townsite
delegate in Washington was pres-
ent, and the amendment just quo
ted is understood to be what they
will insist upon, as a unit, when
the committee is ready to hear
them.

This amendment differs from the
townsite clause of the Curtis bill
in two essential features, first, as
to the appointment of the appmis
ers of lots; and second, as to the
manner or bais of appraisement.
The Curtis hill provides that the
appraiseis shall he appointed, one
ly the secretary of the interior,one
by the chief executive officer of the
town, and a third to be selected by
the two; while the amendment
just quoted provides that the ap

I praisers shall consist of three, the
chief executive olhcer ot the town,
an officer appointed by the town
council and the third to be selected
by the United States judge. As to
the manner of appraisement, the

lot bears to the purchase price paid
for tne whole lownsite, that the
aggregate value of all the lotsshal.
not exceed the entire price paid fol
the town site;" and that the samr
shall be paid for, in installmente

'25 per cent cash, and the re?
mainder in five yearly payments-- !

Another material difference car- -
ried by the amendment is tbe ap- -'

provalofthe ;le of lots by the
Cherokee nation. ,
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ind Benton, of the committee.
made a hard fight for the reten-
tion of the commission as at pres-
ent organized, stating that it would
be fatal work to cripple it either in
numbers or salar' at this time.
The committee voted, however to
reduce it to three, but continued
their salaries at $5,000. As to
which three of the commis-
sion will be retained will not,
of course, be determined, until the
end of the fiscal year, June 30th
next, when the new appropriation
bill becomes effective.

I am in possession of such facts
as to justify me in saying, without
hesitation, that the Indian Terri-tor- j

and Oklahoma will not be
consolidated, at this session. Up-
on this question the people of the
Indian Territory may dismiss
their fears, and give the matter no
further serious consideration.

Senator Jones has introduced
two bills this week relating to the
Indian Territoty. One is to ex-
tend the time for the completion of
the Fort Smith and Western rail-
road, and the other is for the pay-
ment of arrears of interests on the
Chickasaw trust funds.

Senate bill 2S5S, authoriz ng the
Muskogee Coal and Railway Com
pany to construct and operate a
railway through the Indian Terri-
tory from Ft. Gibson, through the
Cherokee and Creek nations, to
Vernon, Texas, has passed the
senate.

Governor Brown, of the Semi-nole- s,

with other delegates of that
nation are here, to urge congress
to ratify the treaty recently made
with the Dawes commission. Judge
Little has just introduced into the
house a bill for that purpose. Opin-
ion as to tli6 ratification of this
treaty is divided. While it is gen-
erally conceded that this nation
should be allowed to close up its
affairs, provision for which they
have voluntarily made bv treatv.
the objection to it is that the affair- -

of the territory should be nettled
by one general, uniform law, :tn!
that to ratify this treaty would
complicate matters hy settling if.e
:iff iirs of the Setninles on a Ii.ims
other tha.i that to be arranged for
the other nations.

There has been published in te,

upon motion of Sen.itur
Jones of Arkansa-- , under the title
of Document No. 05 " the agno-
men made by the D.iues commis-
sion with tho Choetaws an i

C'luckasitus, ''with sub heads .mil
marginal notes." Of course the
text is the same as it has appear-
ed in other prints, but the head-
ings and marginal notes lha' have
been added make it possibe to
ea-il- y and conveniently locate any
partieular leature of the treaty.

Judge Little has prepared and
will offer, as soon as the, Indian
appropriation bill comes up in the
house, an amendment providing
that the Interstate Commerce com-
mission be given power to fix the
rates of transportation to be
charged for carrying Indian sup-
plies to the various reservations.
His information is that, during the
past few years these freight charg-
es have increased to an enormous
extent, and the amendment to be
offered seeks to correct one of the
countless abuses connected with
the vast public service.

John Bullette, delegate for the
Delaware Indians In the Cherokee
nation, will arrive in Washington
in a day or two. It. C. Adams has
been here since shortly after the
meeting of congress. Mr. Adams is
well pleased with the recognition
given the Delawares in the Curtis
bill, and as he expiessess it, "it is
good as far as it goes." The bill
provides that their 157,000 acres
of land be set apart to the Dela-
wares who were on the roll at the
time of purchase in 1SG7 and their
heirs, without prejudice to the
rights of those born since that
time. Thev will ask that the bill
gojurthcr and allot the fee of the
157,000 acres, and also allot to
those horn since 1SG7 full shares
of the Cherokee land, as Cherokee
citizens, and that their right to
participate in the Cherokee funds
be declared and made certain.

DUTY OF THE 1'UULIU.

While officers of the law are
frequently criticised for their lack
ot fidelity to duty, it is neverthe-
less a fact that sometimes the
general public is too callous with
refereuce to the real hardship-- ;

that are the lot of a good officer in
the discharge of what he conceives
to be his duty under his obliga-
tion as an officer. The persist-
ent hounding and capture of
Brooks--, who raped the little four-

teen year old white girl on Big
creek, last fall, by Deputy Bud
Ledbetter, is a case in point. Mr.

Curtih bill provides that the lotsiLedb er was as:-ure- l that a ili- -

sliall be appraised sepnrale aiid'p0-i- t f 50 had been made 111 a
apart from the improvements on '

fjoff vllju bani; b , tlle c;tIZe.is of
such Jot, and that the owner of 1111-- 1

t,lc where theneighborhood crimeprovements thereon may purchase
at the appraised value. This, itjws committed, before ho unuer-wi- ll

be noted would make the lots took the task of catching the per-co- st

10 per cent more than by the! petrator 0l one of the most brutal
and 5 cent .Chickasaw treaty, per committed in this

more than by the Choctaw treaty.
The amendment seeks to correct country. Ledbetter, faithful, anil
this hardship of the Curtis bill, brave uflicer that he is, paid out
which is thought to be the result more money during his remarka-o- f

inadvertence. Its provisions ble pursuit and capture of the rap-ar- e

that the lots shall be appraised .
tlianh0 reCeived in the way ofseparate and apart from improve

menta thereon, "at such a relativd fees, and the bonus said to have
value as the present value of the been deposited did not materialize

t
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rhoto by Fowler, Yinita.

United States Court Building.

While this structure built, with the idea of eventually converting to
other purposes, has little of the exterior appearance of a court house, it is
what the Department or Justice desired and all they would contract with
Mr. Halspll to erect. Within, howevcr,-i- t is conveniently arranged for the
purpose for which used, but at this first session uuder exclusive federal jur-
isdiction lias already shown itself to be too small. A small "hold-over,- " not
to misuse the word jail, is situated ju-s- t in the rear, and during the terms of
court it will be filled to overflowing. The importance of the court at Vinila
really demands for its reasonable use (not to ornament the city) an estab-
lishment to cost, jail and all, sr.0,000. There arc pending In the Northern
Judicial District more than 1.SO0 cases 1,200 civil and COO criminal, forty of
the latter being capital, and Vinita lias the largest volume of any of the five
court seats of the district. Court is daily in session at this time, Judge John
It. Thomas, presiding. John C. Anderson is the deputy clerk in charge at

Capt. G. S. White the deputy marshal, both of whom have their ofli-ccs- in

the building.

until made up afterward by disin-
terested citizens. The public owes
its moral and financial support to
every officer of the law who tries
to discharge his duties. The pub-
lic must r.ot expect too much of the
courts, or of fie commissioned of-

ficers of the law. Each citizen
has a duty to perform, and
it is especially so in this Indian
country at a time when law and.
good government are just begin-

ning to assert themselves. While
the days of outlawry, of the Dal-to- n,

and Cook gang type, are
doubtless over in this country, it
should be remenibered-,thatt1n- s

been at the price of the blood of
many brave men, who have gone
into the hills and mountain fast-

nesses and huuted them down, and
killed or captured them. All
over this country are the graves of
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fowler.

W. Block.

Of buildings, one to right, occupied by Dr. W.
as a drug and S. S. with dry clothing,
is built of and is first built in
city which is now standing. Item said that no in

city a its is in so In upper is
residence. The new to left is by S. J.

as a store and S. with a while above is
otlice of W.

fearless who have yielded
their lives in trying to uphold the
law, and to drive the desper?te,
dare-dev- il bands of highwaymen
that have in other years terrified
this Indian country. Flushed and
confident at the presence of the
courts of the United States, made

and strong under
the sheltering lold of the stars and

that float triumphantly
from temples of justice planted all
over country, we should

that it the of every
Ameriran citizen to uphold the

who are trying to the
law.

newspapers of the cyclone-stricke- n

city of Fort Smith
grandly to the occasion and
printed ot the

The edition of
all the papers of that city indicate
energy and enterprise in a meas- -

!'! nil

that make the most
even death-dealin- g cj'clone.
Fort Smith is magnificent town

newspapers the very
best indications of

Marshal Bennett Wash
ington opposing the adding of an
other district to the Indian Ter
ritory. like good many
others, working the interest
of town, and incidpntally
against every other town. the
way, it is rumored that Bennett
not the only court official oppos
ing thelormation new

"show will called for
ot these days, very soon.

Kinnlson Items.

running nicely anil the
farmer, stockmen happy.

vMtliijr his parents
Epperson,

Kobert the !n-t- .

typhoid fever his remains taken

1'lioto liy Vlultji

C Patton
these the the A. Foreman

jewelry store and Cobb goods, shoes and
principally stone structure of the kind the

be truthfully building
the fourth age good condition. the story the
family structure the occupied Burns

racket S. Cobb grocery stock, the law
D. C. Duncan.
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single
By
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to Missouri for Interment. 1'uneral services
were conducted by tho Masonic order. He
leaves a wife and child tcry .loir with the
amo disease.

Miss EfQe Harkcr Is attending schot at
Chctopa; also studying music under Mrs. A.
It. Crosby.

Miss Lottie Etbert.of KIUwortli.Ark..has
come to make her home with her sister.
Mrs. Wincey Wllklns.

Miss Emma Harlow, who has been visit-
ing her sister, Mrs. Ott Davis, has returned
to her home at Oolagah.

Miss Maud MeChee, of I'actoius, Ark., is
visiting her brother. John II. McGliee. of
this place.

Misses Lcuora Mnnison. Josie and
Goldle Darker arccujoylug a vacation at
home from school.

Louis Walker, son of George Walker,
started to VInita this morning to attend
school.

Since our jurisdiction became extinct
renters here seem to think permits are of no
use. Can some reader give us information
on this subject?

Miss Delia Day, writing from Wa-
terloo, Iowa, says: "Mi liair has been
falling out for the past two year.
and could get nothing to stop it until
1 tried Beggs hair renewer. One bot-
tle stoped it completely. People's
drugstore.
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l'hoto by Fowler, Vinita.

The Gray-Halst- ll Building.

This is one of the ue.-- building-- ; in the city, bcin substantial, and withal
presenting a good appearance. .T. C. Gray, one of the owners, occupies the
right hand room with a dry goods and grocery store : V. W. Miller has his
hardware business in the center and his furniture in the left hand room.
Above his stores, formerly the United States court room, he has his furni-
ture warerooms and the room formerly occupied by the IT. S. marshal, l)en-n'- s

II. Wilson has his law olllcc. The lloor above Mr. Gray is occupied by J.
IJ. Denison and J. 11. Turner as law olllces and by Dr C. Bailey Bell.

Racket
Store

Biggest 5 and
10c counters
in the B I T.

Yoii Can Biiy a Tab Fiill
Of Articles for 95 Cts.

Save money by coming in before
you buy elsewhere.

Granite and Tinware
of all descriptions.
Lamps, Chinaware,
Glassware,
Queensware,
Confections, Stationery,
Fruit, Groceries,

Tobacco, Cigars,

0 Drinks 0
Chewing Gtoirt.

Biggest assortment of articles to
be found in any house in the ter-
ritory.

No Leaders,
No Credit.

Everything cheap as it can pos-
sibly be marked.

COME.and save mon-
ey by doing so.

Burns' Racket Store..

F. L. KELLEY,
WHOLESALE DEALER IX

Upland
Prairie Hay and

Grain in

"CAR LOTS...
Largest Storage Capacity of

any Dealer in the territory.

Quotation oo Application.
Large stock IJalo Ties
on hand always.

Warehouses at Hir; Cabin on line
M , K. & T. and White O.ik switch
on Fris-co- .

F. L. KELLEY.

H. Balentine..

M STORE
Illinois Avenue,
2 blocks east of Katy track.

Groceries,
Hardware,
Queensware,

Tinware, Feed, Etc...

UiDila HofeL
fl. N. GREEN,

Manager.

A HOMELIKE HOUSE
At MODERATE Rates.

With Parties Attending Court

A. M
, COOK,

Books,

Stationery,

School Supplies,

AND NEWS STAND.

Daily Papers Delivered to
Your Residence

WITHOUT EXTRA CHARGE.

Postofficc lluihliiuj, I'i'iitu. L T.

F. G. Cowan,
Hay, Grain,
Produce,
Flour, Feed,
Groceries.

Sovi-fc- of Poatoffico.

(5. 5. Wbite & Go.,
of the.

Vinita Kennels,

fli

...Owners

IND.
r?

Breeders of the highest type of

Foi$ and fltinfing Dogs Generally.

Poultry Yards in with

Leghorns el Specialty
Send for Catalogue Just Issued.

G. S. WHITER- - - MANAGER.

Wheat is Worth $1.25 Per Btebel.
But You Cannot Get That for It.

But you can take the 58.40 that you DO get for 10 bushels of it and buy as much
goods at "THE NOVELTY" as you can at other places with the $12.50 you would
get for 10 bushels at 51.25. That's a plain proposition. Xow we'll prove it. At
our place you can buy.

Books and
35c Cloth bound Standard Novels for.... lie
C0c Silk Cloth Standard Poets for 3Sc

51ME. I. Koire's works.S!lk Cloth for.. 7oC

2 M set Marie Corclll worts 5 vol. fcr. . Jl SS

2 i set Loona Doone.linehllkcIoUi.2 vo 1 47

5c lead pencil, rubber tipped. 3for .... 5c
10c lead pencil, rubber tipped. 2 for, 5c
luc package or envelopes for 5c
13c package XXXX envelope;, for 7c

Ladies' Notions.
5c paper ot pins 3e. 2 for

10c paper ot plus, brass for
10c box paper and envelopes for
30c bov paper and envelopes for
2'c bov 21 sheets paper. 21 envelopes..
73c Ladles' Corset for

NOVELTY," BROCK, MGR.

JOSEPH
Walking:,

Sulky, Gang

VINITA, TER.
rmMF"

Hoiinds

Connection,

Stationery.

"THE

Feed Mills.
Fanning- - Mills.
Binding Twine,

Anil st geli'T.i! ;issrt 111-- ut nf

Give me call.

v

5c
5C

13c
14c
9c

25c

SI CO Ladles' Corset better value for..... 43c
1 50 Lad i" Cprsct Sne value for. 75c

50c Ladles Alusiln Drawers for 25c
Jl 50 Ladles MusMn Drawers Sne value. 75c

Ware.
51 23 Ralvanlzcd tea ke'tle,2sal. for.... 88c
73c galvanized coffee pot ,2qnart.for.. 32c
40c covered sauce pan for . 23c
$1 00 double rlco cookers fo;. 60c

40c preserving kettles for,... i 2$c
33c wash pans. 18c

$1 CO roasting pans 17x11 In. for Mo
OJc dippers for lfc
20c dippers for 13c

Jl CO Stereoscope for. 50c
10c Stereoscopic views for. 4c
51 50 Ladles' Kid Gloves for 8A1
2 5u l'lioto Album, morocco leather for31 75
5 00 Eight Day Alarm Clock for 2 V

Now don't you see how you can make your wheat bring you $1.25? Its not he
you GET your money; it is how you SPEND it that counts.

Yours for low cash prices,

A. M.

.Denier in.

HUNT.

PLOWS
Corn Sheliers,

m o o t h 1 n
fciaie 1 les,

p3i

Wagons
Buggies

JtiS-CfiSi- r

EVERYTHING NEEDED IN THE
FARfl IMPLEHENT LINE.

a JOS. HUNT.

RG. BROWNING
Lumber,
All Building Material,
Paints, Oils, Etc.

White Oak Timbers Tongues-An- d

Sawed Posts ,

--. Agent for ACME CEMENT PLASTER.

DR. A. W. FOREMAN,

Druggist's Sundries.
PRESCRIPTIONS RECEIVE THE GREATEST CARE.

Finest and Largest ....
Stock in Vinita.

and

WALL WAltRAXTED.

PHOTOGRAPHS
From which Views in this Paper were made
Can be had of

jfowler, tbe fbbotograpber
AT 25 CENTS

J. T. GUNTER,

Livery,
Sale and

wvfe

Drugs &pi

Granite

and

Jewelry
ItEPAlMXG

EACH.

rrSp

Boarding

Stable
"W'fc.'..-V- ,

Hides and Furs Bought.) Satisfactory Service at Fair Price. Beside U. S. Court House.


